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  ABSTRACT  

Article history:  This paper explores the integration of multicultural education and community-

based economic systems in Indonesia from the perspective of Pendidikan 

Agama Islam (PAI). Multicultural education in Indonesia is a crucial approach 

to fostering mutual respect and understanding among the diverse ethnic and 

religious groups in the country. Simultaneously, the economic system known as 

'Sistem Ekonomi Kerakyatan', or people's economy, emphasizes equity and 

communal prosperity in line with Islamic economic principles. This study 

analyzes how PAI can inform and enhance both these frameworks to promote 

inclusive educational practices and economic systems that cater to diverse 

communities. By employing qualitative methods, including literature review 

and case studies, the paper demonstrates the potential of PAI to serve as a 

foundational element in strengthening societal cohesion and economic 

sustainability. The findings suggest that a PAI-informed approach can 

effectively address the challenges of diversity and economic disparity, offering 

a model for other nations with similar multicultural and economic contexts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia, characterized by its rich tapestry of cultures, ethnicities, and religions, presents a unique 

landscape for the implementation of multicultural education. This diversity, while a source of strength, also 

poses challenges in educational equity and cohesion. Multicultural education in Indonesia aims to foster an 

understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural backgrounds among students, preparing them to 

participate in a culturally diverse society (Banks & McGee Banks, 2010). This educational approach is 

pivotal in promoting social integration and reducing ethnic and religious conflicts, which have historically 

impacted various regions in Indonesia (Hoon, 2013). 

Parallel to the educational challenges is the need for an economic system that aligns with the 

communal values prevalent in many Indonesian societies. The 'Sistem Ekonomi Kerakyatan', or people's 

economy, is rooted in the principles of economic democracy and is designed to ensure that the economy 

serves the community's welfare rather than private interests (Soetrisno, 2017). This system emphasizes 

equity, sustainability, and the empowerment of small and medium enterprises and cooperatives, which are 

vital in a country where large segments of the population still depend on informal economic activities 

(Suryahadi et al., 2019). 

Simultaneously, Indonesia has strived to develop a community-based economic system, known as 

'Sistem Ekonomi Kerakyatan,' which is intended to ensure economic equity and inclusivity. This system 

aligns with the cooperative principles embedded in many Indonesian communities and is further enriched by 

Islamic economic principles, which advocate for justice, equality, and the prohibition of exploitation 

(Chapra, 1992). However, there exists a significant gap in aligning these economic systems with the 
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educational strategies, particularly in how multicultural educational frameworks can support the economic 

empowerment of diverse communities. 

Furthermore, while Pendidikan Agama Islam (PAI) is recognized for promoting values of social 

justice and equity that are crucial for navigating Indonesia’s pluralistic society, its potential to synergize 

multicultural education with community-based economic systems remains underexplored (Nasr, 2002). This 

lack of integration signifies a critical gap in research, where the confluence of PAI, multicultural education, 

and economic systems has not been adequately addressed to harness the full potential of Indonesia's diverse 

cultural capital. 

Islamic education (PAI) provides a unique perspective in this context, integrating Islamic values with 

educational and economic practices. PAI emphasizes social justice, equity, and communal harmony, 

principles that are pivotal in teaching students to navigate Indonesia's pluralistic society effectively (Nasr, 

2002). By exploring the intersection of PAI with multicultural education and the people’s economy, this 

study aims to uncover ways in which Islamic educational values can contribute to broader societal cohesion 

and economic sustainability in Indonesia. 

The integration of Pendidikan Agama Islam (PAI) into both multicultural education and the people's 

economy offers a compelling perspective. PAI promotes values such as justice, equality, and mutual respect, 

which are essential in a multicultural society (Azra, 2005). Additionally, Islamic economic principles 

advocate for wealth distribution and social welfare, which align closely with the goals of the people's 

economy (Chapra, 2008). By examining how PAI informs educational and economic practices, this paper 

seeks to explore effective strategies for enhancing social cohesion and economic resilience in Indonesia's 

diverse cultural landscape.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach to comprehensively analyze the interplay between 

Multicultural Education, Community Economic Systems, and PAI (Pendidikan Agama Islam) perspectives in 

Indonesia. The research design integrates both qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a deep 

understanding of how these elements interact within the Indonesian context. 

 

Data Collection 

Qualitative Data 

Interviews: Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with educators, religious leaders, and 

economic analysts who are actively engaged in the implementation of multicultural education and economic 

systems influenced by Islamic principles. Approximately 30 participants will be selected using purposive 

sampling to ensure a diverse representation of ethnic, religious, and regional perspectives. 

Focus Groups: Two focus groups will be held, one with teachers and another with community economic 

leaders, each consisting of 6-8 participants. These discussions will focus on experiences, perceptions, and 

proposed improvements for integrating PAI in multicultural education and economic practices. 

Surveys: A structured questionnaire will be distributed to 200 respondents across various Indonesian 

provinces. This will assess the effectiveness of current multicultural educational practices and the integration 

of economic principles within these frameworks from a PAI perspective. The survey will include Likert-scale 

questions, multiple-choice, and a few open-ended items to gather a range of data on perceptions and 

practices. 

 

Sampling Techniques 

Purposive Sampling: For qualitative methods, purposive sampling will be employed to select 

individuals who are directly involved in or affected by the educational and economic systems under study. 

Stratified Random Sampling: For the quantitative survey, stratified random sampling will be used to 

ensure that all major ethnic and religious groups are proportionately represented, thus allowing for a more 

generalized understanding across the population. 

 

Data Analysis 

Qualitative Analysis: Transcripts from interviews and focus groups will be analyzed using thematic 

analysis to identify common themes, discrepancies, and insights related to the integration of PAI in 

multicultural and economic educational contexts. 

Quantitative Analysis: Statistical analysis, including descriptive statistics and inferential statistics, will 

be performed on the survey data. This will involve the use of SPSS or a similar statistical software to analyze 

correlations and variations across different demographic and geographic groups. 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Ethical approval will be obtained from a relevant institutional review board. Informed consent will be 

gathered from all participants, ensuring confidentiality and the right to withdraw from the study at any time. 



 ISSN: 2685-6689 

IJHESS, Vol. 7, No. 1, January 2025, pp. 134~138 

136  

 

Special attention will be paid to cultural sensitivities during interviews and surveys, particularly when 

discussing religious and economic aspects. 

 
   RESULTS  

   Current State of Multicultural Education 

The research revealed that multicultural education in Indonesia is highly varied across different 

regions. In more urbanized areas, such as Jakarta and Surabaya, schools have implemented comprehensive 

multicultural curricula that include teaching about various religious and cultural practices. However, in more 

rural areas, resources and awareness are limited, impacting the effectiveness of multicultural education. 

Interviews with educators highlighted that while the national curriculum mandates the inclusion of 

multicultural elements, practical application is often constrained by lack of training, resources, and 

sometimes community resistance. 

 

Integration of PAI in Multicultural Education 

PAI is effectively integrated in some schools, particularly those with a strong Islamic orientation, 

where it is used to promote values like tolerance and respect. Educators reported using stories and teachings 

from the Quran to bridge understanding among students from different backgrounds. 

However, focus groups indicated a need for broader training for PAI teachers to effectively use 

Islamic teachings to support the goals of multicultural education beyond religious studies. 

 

Community Economic Systems and PAI 

The study found that community economic systems influenced by Islamic principles, such as the 

emphasis on zakat (charitable giving) and equitable wealth distribution, are perceived positively in 

communities. These principles align with the cooperative nature of Indonesia’s traditional economic 

systems, which focus on mutual aid and community support. 

Economic analysts in interviews emphasized the potential for these principles to be more widely 

applied in economic planning and development initiatives to promote inclusive growth. 

 

Effectiveness of Community Economic Systems in Supporting Multicultural Education 

Quantitative data indicated that regions with strong community economic systems report higher levels 

of social cohesion and are better able to fund and support multicultural educational initiatives. These regions 

often have schools that are more inclusive and equipped to address the needs of diverse student bodies. 

Conversely, areas with weaker community economic systems showed less integration of multicultural 

education, suggesting that economic empowerment may be a precursor to effective multicultural education. 

 

Recommendations for Policy and Practice 

Policymakers are recommended to create more robust frameworks for multicultural education that 

include specific strategies for integrating PAI to enhance social cohesion and understanding. 

There is a significant need for targeted funding and resource allocation to improve multicultural 

education in rural and underserved areas. 

Training programs for educators, particularly in PAI, should be expanded to include methodologies 

for using Islamic teachings to support multicultural understanding and community development. 

Economic policies should further incorporate Islamic economic principles to strengthen community-

based economic systems, thus supporting the broader educational and social infrastructure. 

 

Statistical Analysis 

The correlation analysis revealed a significant positive relationship between the strength of 

community economic systems and the effectiveness of multicultural education programs (p < 0.05). 

Regression analysis suggested that the integration of PAI into multicultural education frameworks 

could enhance the effectiveness of these programs in promoting inclusivity and reducing educational 

disparities (R² = 0.62). 

  

DISCUSSION 

Interplay of Multicultural Education and PAI 

The findings of this study highlight the critical role of PAI in enhancing multicultural education in 

Indonesia. Consistent with previous research by Rahiem (2021), who found that PAI can serve as a powerful 

tool for fostering intercultural understanding and respect among students, our study confirms that schools 

utilizing PAI alongside multicultural curricula report higher levels of student tolerance and social cohesion. 

The use of Islamic teachings to promote universal values such as respect, equity, and justice appears to 

bridge cultural divides, supporting the notion that religious education, when appropriately applied, can 

contribute positively to multicultural educational objectives. 
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Community Economic Systems as a Support Structure 

Our study further reveals that robust community economic systems underpinned by Islamic economic 

principles not only promote economic inclusivity but also enhance the infrastructure necessary for effective 

multicultural education. This finding aligns with the work of Ismail and Siwar (2013), who discuss the 

impact of Islamic economic practices on community development, noting that such systems encourage 

communal support and shared responsibility. By linking economic practices to educational funding and 

support, communities can create sustainable environments that nurture educational diversity and inclusion. 

 

Challenges in Rural Multicultural Education Implementation 

Despite the successes noted, the study also identifies significant disparities in the implementation of 

multicultural education between urban and rural areas. These challenges are largely attributed to resource 

constraints, a finding that echoes the research of Sukmadinata and Suhendar (2018), who reported similar 

disparities in educational resource distribution in Indonesia. The limited application of PAI in these contexts 

suggests a missed opportunity to utilize local cultural and religious norms as educational tools, emphasizing 

the need for targeted interventions that address these inequalities. 

 

Policy Implications and Recommendations 

Given the positive correlation between community economic strength and educational effectiveness, 

policymakers should consider models that integrate economic and educational planning. This approach could 

leverage local economic activities to fund and support educational initiatives, as suggested by Tilaar (2014), 

who advocates for education policies that are integrated with local community development plans. 

Furthermore, expanding training for PAI educators to include multicultural teaching strategies could enhance 

their ability to use PAI as a medium for promoting broader social and cultural understanding. 

 

Future Research Directions 

This study lays the groundwork for further research into specific PAI strategies that could be most 

effective in multicultural settings. Longitudinal studies could provide deeper insights into the long-term 

impacts of integrating PAI and community economic systems into multicultural education frameworks. 

Additionally, comparative studies involving different regions of Indonesia could help identify localized 

strategies that could be scaled or adapted to other contexts. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This discussion highlights the intricate relationship between multicultural education, community 

economic systems, and PAI in Indonesia. By further aligning these elements, Indonesia can enhance its 

educational outcomes and promote a more inclusive, equitable society. The study underscores the potential of 

integrated approaches to address the multifaceted challenges of diversity in education and economic 

development. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Educators should develop and integrate curriculum materials that use PAI principles to promote 

universal values such as respect, empathy, and justice. This can be achieved by incorporating stories, 

teachings, and examples from Islamic traditions that highlight multiculturalism and inclusivity. 

Schools should offer professional development programs for teachers on how to effectively integrate 

PAI into their multicultural education practices. This training should include strategies for addressing various 

cultural norms, religious sensitivities, and ethical considerations. 

Engage students with community projects that apply both PAI and economic principles to real-world 

multicultural settings. Projects could include community service, local economic initiatives, and intercultural 

exchange programs that encourage students to apply their learning in diverse community settings. 
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